
Course Descriptions Spring 2025 
 
 
PHI 7300-001 ~ CRN: 37299            Roman Philosophy M 3:00-5:30               Dr. James Wetzel 
 
The continuing focus of this seminar is on the Romanization of Greek philosophy. The scope is 
usually late republic to waning empire, and the figures covered generally include (but are not 
limited to) Plotinus and Augustine. Of special concern is the nature and fate of autarkic virtue—
the dominant ideal of philosophical self-sufficiency—under Stoic, skeptical, Platonic, and 
Epicurean regimes.  
 
The particular emphasis of this Spring’s iteration of Roman Philosophy is on the idea of a radical 
and permanent reorientation of perspective, or philosophical conversion.  We will be looking at 
both pagan and Christian exemplars.  Main readings: Cicero, Tusculan Disputations; Lucretius, 
On the Nature of Things; Apuleius, The Golden Ass; Plotinus, On Beauty and On the Descent of 
the Soul into Bodies; Augustine, Confessions; and Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy. 
 
PHI 8710-001 ~ CRN: 37301     Other Within Phenom & Stranger T 5:30-8:00    Dr. Delia Popa 



Bernhard Waldenfels A Phenomenology of the Alien, Trans. Alexander & Tanja Stähler, 
Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 2011. 
 




